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Across the Presidentõs Desk 
By: Jim Nichols 

No newsletter this month. 
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Another tossed ring recovered  
 

After getting a notice via our website Lost Item Recovery form I 

ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘŜŘ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƭŀŘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ 

front yard. She originally contacted Dennis G and he refered her to the 

website.  Darcee, the lady in 

distress, describe the ring as a 

small silver ring with some 

stones in it. After a few 

questions on what type of ring 

it was, what type of grass was 

in the yard and how long had 

it been gone I made 

arrangements to meet her and with the help of John L we would look 

for it the next afternoon. She told me, she thought it was just silver with 

a somewhat large stone in it. She sent me the ƳŀƪŜǊΩǎ mark info of 

10WG and some other numbers. I recognized the 10WG as 10K White 

Gold and the other marks described the diamonds in the setting. So it 

was quit a bit better than just silver. From past experience I knew her 

ring with that make up would indicate below a nickel and somewhere in 

ǘƘŜ άŎŀƴ ǎƭŀǿέ ǊŀƴƎŜ ό±5L 9-14), and the yard was full of it!  I told her 

the ring would read in the trash VDI range (tabs, slaw and foil) on the 

ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ƳŜ άto ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊέ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀǎƘ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ŦƻǳƴŘ 

her ring. Darcee immediately went to picking up the cans, the little 

metal pieces and other trash out of the yard. It turned out to be huge 

help. 

L ŘƛŘ ŀǎƪ ƘŜǊ ǿƘȅ ǎƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩs yard and 

informed me her boyfriend threw it over there the day before. This 

being the second such tossed ring I had hunted I had my doubts it was 

where she thought. It was too close to where he threw it from in her 

driveway, I thought. But with her suggestion it was just about 20 feet 
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away I started gridding the yard beginning at her driveway.  After a 

pocket full of trash and eight or gridding trips across the yard I got a 

bouncing 8-мл ±5L ƻƴƭȅ оέ ŘŜŜǇΦ L ά·ΩŘέ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǊƎŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 

VDI of 11-12 so I was optimistic I might have it. When I took the pin-

pointer out it signaled right where the detector said it was and moving 

back some grass I could see the bright ring, diamond facing down. It was 

ōŀǊŜƭȅ нέ Řƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎ ōǳǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƭǳŎƪ ǘƻ 

find it visually. So after 15-20 minutes Darcee had her ring and she and 

her Mother where very happy. So it was a successful quick retrieval and 

another ƭƻǾŜǊΩǎ launched ring was recovered. 
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Can You Be Arrested For Using a Metal Detector In 
Parks? 

By: Joesph Buffalo 
Published: 02/7/2009 
Metal Detecting 
 Unrated  
 

Can You Be Arrested For Using a Metal Detector In Parks? 
 
In some parks, they will allow you to search but you have to pay $$ 

and you get a permit. In other state parks, for instance the historical 
State Park, they just say "no." It varies tremendously. About two-thirds 
of the states have some sort of regulation varying from "absolutely no" 
to "yes, you can metal dŜǘŜŎǘ Ƙǳƴǘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƛƳŜΦέ 

 
In general it is best to ask if you're going into a state park, ask if 

treasure hunting is allowed. Most cities in the US have no restrictions on 
treasure hunting other than restrictions on vandalism; don't destroy 
property. 

 
There are a lot of cities and counties want you to purchase a permit. 

It's not very expensive. They tell me it is primarily to know who is out 
there digging holes in the parks. Where I am located, the city lets you 
metal detect parks without charge, but you need a permit. No hunting 
at city buildings or historical sites. The county says, No to metal 
detecting in county parks. If you treasure hunt on private land, make 
sure you get the owners permission. 
 
Article Source:  http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Joseph_Buffalo 
 

 

 
 

http://ezinearticles.com/?expert=Joseph_Buffalo
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 A Treasure Finding Mindset 

 
Having a "finding" mindset is what is needed for all treasure hunters. In more than 38 years of metal 

detecting, I have practiced this approach. The accumulation of over 150,000 coins, collectibles, and jewelry 
pieces in 38 years may not seem like much to the average detectorist, but consider this. For 31 of those 
years I was a full time educator, had an evening job (most of the time) and was a children's minister too. 
Time for metal detecting came only after home and family needs were met and it was very limited. I would 
find an hour here and there to do my favorite hobby, coin collecting with a metal detector. My best daytime 
coin find total is 244 found in four hours. That is a coin a minute. My best night hunt coin total is 119 in 
about 6 hours, or a coin every three minutes. These are outstanding ratios of coins to time. The night time 
best took place on a church campground and I got started at midnight after all 175 children and helpers 
were in bed for the night (19 of the total coins consisted of silver dimes dating from 1892). How can a 
Detector user acquire or establish a finding mindset that produces outstanding results like these? 

 
Being a consistent finder is easy but takes practice. Long before I ever used a metal detector I was a 

treasure hunter. At age 5, after spending 2 years in a tubercular hospital, I was ready to discover life and find 
treasure. Learning to look for "things" was a natural as my confinement in that hospital with children dying 
continually made me want to catch up with life. I found thousands of coins and other keepsakes by just 
focusing on the ground and every part of the environment around me.  

 
The first step is to focus on finding. 
 
Step two involves a universal law, the Law of Attraction. Visualize yourself finding treasure. Treasure 

abounds and you can attract it into your life. Create your own treasure scene or map by putting pictures of 
the kinds of treasure you would like to find on the wall or near your desk, bed, or even better on your 
computer. Visualize them routinely every day and see the magic take place. What you focus on you will 
attract. I have found many pieces of gold jewelry in parking lots and parkways in my use of this law. Found a 
1793 Spanish eight reale and a 1892 Columbus commemorative half dollar in a convenient store parking lot 
as I was getting out of my GMC to go buy a cold drink. Finding 51dollar bills floating below the surface of the 
water at Daytona Beach in ten minutes time is a great example of attraction at work. One short metal 
detecting hunt on a schoolyard turned up over 50 silver coins with 36 being my favorite silver piece, the 
Mercury dime. 

 
Before leaving the house to go detecting, I had pulled out an album of better condition Mercury dimes 

that I was putting together, and 7 of those 36 dimes were extra fine condition slot fillers. I consider the Law 
of Attraction, a spiritual law. Many of my best finds have come when I spent the best part of Saturday in a 
ministry capacity, and only had a hour or so to hunt. These coins are a part of my belief system of the Law of 
Attraction. I went to the right places and found 1904 O Barber half (XF), 1881 Seated dime (AU 58), 1916 S, 
1923 & 25 P Mercury dimes (Full Split Bands AU/BU), 1924 P Standing Liberty quarter (BU 63), 1861 Seated 
Half (BU 63), a 1882 S (XF) Morgan Dollar with doubling and other minting errors that make it possibly one 
of a kind and extremely valuable. I can list many other exceptional quality coins that were dug-up treasure 
that came to me as a result of this attraction force working in a limited time frame. 

 
The third and final step in developing the treasure finding mindset is, believing in your self. You are a 

great treasure hunter. You can do it and do not let anyone dissuade you by putting you, and or, your positive 
mindset down. I give Jack, my fishing guide buddy, credit for teaching me that I can take authority over 
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elements around me, and my daughter Lisa Diane who helped me to see the power of attraction in a big 
way. I hope you will put these steps into action and blow us all away by sharing your Treasure "Finding" 
adventures. 
 
http://MetalDetectorForCoinCollecting.com/free-report 
View all articles by Larry Smith 
 
Larry Smith is an avid Coin Collector and Metal Detectorist. With over 45 years  experience, he's fast 
becoming a world renowned expert in the field. Larry has put together a free e-book sharing his advice, 
insight, and amazing stories. He also gives away a FREE dug coin on the 15th of every month. You can enter 
to win your own coin and get his free e-book right now by going to: 
Metal Detecting And Coin Collecting Free Report 
Article Source: http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Larry_E._Smith 

http://metaldetectorforcoincollecting.com/free-report
http://treasuredigger.net/authors/2353/Larry-Smith
http://metaldetectorforcoincollecting.com/free-report
http://ezinearticles.com/?expert=Larry_E._Smith
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ARIZONA GOLD HUNTING TRIP 
 

On December 15, 2011 Lane, Roy, Joe and myself, Bob Mende left Amarillo to seek our fortune in 
the Gold filled dessert of Arizona. We arrived in Congress, AZ December 17. We got there to late, so we 
stayed outside of the Weaver claims office. The next morning we bought our $50.00 family yearly claim. 
We received a map and other documents to use while on the claim site. From there we went in search 
for the claim site. On Sunday we looked the area over to get oriented with the area. We spent three 
days walking about the claims with our metal detectors hoping for a hit, and at the same time looking 
for a possible place to start digging. After the three days we decided to cease detectors and start 
digging. We found an area where two draws met and it looked as if a smaller wash would have caused a 
whirlpool of water just below where the two draws converged.  

We started digging enough for a test pan, as it turned out the test pan produced several nice flakes 
of gold. We dug and hauled 11 half filled five gallon buckets to our camp. The camp was in a 200 foot 
deep draw. A lot of work to say the least. Second day we hauled six half buckets and the third and 
fourth days too.  

So now we have 12 full buckets of material. As we started to figure out where to load the buckets 
into the motor home, it became obvious there would not be enough room for the 12  

Buckets of material.  
We then decided to buy a drywasher. We bought a Keene drywasher from a local prospectors store 

in Stanton. It took two days to screening and drywashing six buckets of material. The material was wet, 
so we made three passes with the material. When material is damp, Gold will not fall into the ripples, 
instead it will be carried over the ripples and out with the tailings. After work-ing the six buckets, we 
were able to find room for the remaining six.  

By now it was time to move into the LDMA camp in Stanton where we were scheduled to dig in the 
GPAA outing on Dec. 29-31. The LDMA camp is very nice and we stayed on the property for five days. 
We worked in two four hour shifts the first day. They had one large drywasher and six high-bankers 
working. The second day only two shifts of three hours each were employed processing the material. 
The second day was comprised of a treasure hunt, panning competition and then evening fireside chat 
where dozens of door prizes were given away. Then on Sunday Morning an auction was held, which 
lasted until 1:00pm. The auction items were things donated by the many visitors of the outing. 
Proceeds from the auction are used to help take care for and make improvements on the LDMA 
property. After the auction a line was formed and we started drawing our numbers for the Gold 
Drawing. There were over two hundred numbers drawn. A bag of black sand was also given to each 
member at the drawing.  

After the drawing we visited the several vendors on the site. We bought some items from them. 
They had everything to do wilh gold prospecting including GOLD.  

Well there was more to do. The next day is New Years Eve. And they had a play depicting how 
Charles Stanton ran the town of Stanton and is eventually killed for his extremely poor behavior. After 
the Play the New Years Eve party began. There were plenty of snacks and drinks available for everyone. 
We were entertained by Karaoke and dancing. We had a very good time. I would recommend anyone 
try to go to a GPAA outing.  

Below are several pictures from Arizona. 
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 APTHA 2012 

FIND OF THE MONTH CLASSIFICATIONS 
 

The FOM, (FIND OF THE MONTH), will continue, at the club meetings. Members are encouraged to 
bring found items for these categories; COINS, JELELRY, RELICS, & PROSPECTING.  Below are the 
guidelines for each classification which were determined by the Board of Directors. 
   

FIND OF THE MONTH RULES 
Members may enter as many single items in each category as they wish so long as the find has 
been found since the prior meeting. (Example: Finds found between May 10th   2011 meeting and 
June 14th 2011 are eligible for the FOM at the June 14, 2011 meeting).  Exception; A member on a 
prospecting/treasure hunting trip will be allowed three months to bring all acceptable finds to club 
and enter them during the next meeting attended. 
                
All finds must be from individual efforts and not from group activity. Finds from a CACHE may be 
entered as a single find. ALL FINDS MUST BE FOUND BY MEMBER AND NOT PURCHASED. Rules may 
be changed by Board action. It is the intent of the Board of Directors that these guidelines stay in 
place through out the 2012 year. 

 
CATAGORIES 

COINS 
All US and Foreign coins. (Tokens, medals and other Numismatics items) 

 
JEWELRY 
All jewelry for women, men, & children, including costume, gold, silver, platinum, and other forms 
of metals with precious, semi precious, glass and others gemstones, coins made into jewelry with 
attachments or mountings, studs and clasps. 
 

RELICS 
Knives, guns, bottles, cast iron objects, iron made objects, Indian artifacts, posters,   documents, 
and the like. 

 
PROSPECTING 
This category includes gold, silver, platinum, precious gem stones, semi precious gem stones, 
natural nuggets and minerals.  

 
ALL ITEMS WITHOUT A CLEAR CLASSIFICATION WILL BE CLASSIFIED BY THE F.O.M. COMMITTEE.  

 THE PRESIDENT WILL SEE THAT THERE ARE ALWAYS TWO MEMBERS ON THE COMMITTEE AT EACH 
MEETING AND THE PRESIDENT WILL END ANY TIES. 

 
 Note:  THERE WILL BE F.O.M. AT ALL MEETINGS EXCEPT CHRISTMAS MEETING. 
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 Club Pictures 
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 Code OF Ethics of 

Treasure Hunters 

 

¶  I WILL  respect private 

property and do no 

treasure hunting without 

the owner's permission. 

¶  I WILL  fill all 

excavations. 

¶  I WILL  appreciate and 

protect our heritage of 

natural resources, 

wildlife, and private 

property. 

¶  I WILL  use 

thoughtfulness, 

consideration, and 

courtesy at all times. 

¶  I WILL  build fires in 

designated or safe places 

only. 

¶  I WILL  leave gates as 

found. 

¶  I WILL  remove and 

properly dispose of any 

trash that I find. 

¶  I WILL NOT  litter. 

¶  I WILL NOT  destroy 

property, buildings, or 

what is left of ghost 

towns and deserted 

structures. 

¶  I WILL NOT  tamper with 

signs, structural facilities, 

or equipment. 
 

Please send more Articles 
and Pictures to enter in the 

Newsletter. 
 

Nick Davey 
Newsletter editor 

 
E-MAIL: 

Nicholas.Davey@vadtec.net 
 

APTHA 2012 BUDGET 

EXPENSE MONTH YEAR 

Meeting Hall Rent $35.00 $420.00 
Find of Month $90.00 $1,080.00 
Finds of Year (5) $50.00 $250.00 
Treasure Hunter of Year $135.00 $135.00 
Door Prizes $5.00 $60.00 
Equipment Storage $29.00 $348.00 
Blue Ticket Drawings $50.00 $600.00 
Refreshments $7.00 $84.00 
Picnics $300.00 
Hat/shirt Purchase  $220.00 
Membership Hunts(3) $50.00 $150.00 
Web Hosting $7.00 $84.00 
Domain Name $22.00 
Christmas Party (Prizes) $1,500.00 
Club Game 3 @ $550.00 $0.00 
Club Show Booth @ Coin & Treasure show Aug. $140.00 
Miscellaneous  
Tickets, badges, awards, etc. $300.00 
Expence Total $5,693.00 

INCOME MONTH YEAR 

Memberships 55 x $25.00* $1,375.00 
*Based on average  
of Single, Family, & Youth 
Blue Ticket Drawing $80.00 $960.00 
50/50 Drawing $40.00 $480.00 
Advertisements in Newsletter 
3@$5.00 $15.00 $180.00 
Sales of Hats & Shirts $150.00 
Sales of club coins $30.00 
Club Game**  
**Based on three games income 
@ $1,100.00 per game  $0.00 

TOTAL INCOME $3,175.00 
LESS EXPENSES ($5,853.00) 

NET INCOME ($2,678.00) 
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 01.10.12 regular meeting  
Meeting was opened by emcee Rodney Laubhan at 7:00pm with a salute to the Flag.  
Rodney introduces new members Rob and Tiny Sims, and Rod and June York. Forty nine members 
ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ  
wƻŘƴŜȅ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛal speaker. Delbert Trew, a columnist for the Globe News gave us some 
real interesting treasure hunting stories. His main story was about pack rats. He went on to talk about talk 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŀ ŎǊƻǿΩǎ ƴŜǎǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻŦ ōŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ōŀǊōŜŘ wire. He talked about 
thirty five years of cowboy collecting that went up in smoke when his ranch bunk house burned down in 
2006. He talks about a man who was settled down calling in coyotes when at his feet he found a late 
муллΩǎ /ŀƭǾŀǊȅ /ŀǊǘǊƛŘƎŜ ŎŀǎŜ ǿith ammo still in the case. Delbert announced that there will be an antique 
show in Shamrock April 14-15. It will have plenty railroad memorabilia. Delbert then gives us some Rock 
Island railroad history from the Mclain, Allen Reed and Rockledge area. He finishes by showing a celluloid 
domino. Celluloid is considered to be the first type of plastics. Delberts wife finished the presentation by 
showing some her special finds from their ranch. Delbert was then awarded a Club Coin number 96 by Dan 
Furgeson for his fine presentation.  
Rodney made announcements about ticket sales, show and tell and find of month. He encouraged 
members to make their votes. This would be done during the break that is forth- coming.  
Fred Bobo gave the treasure report. Checking account has $342.84. Petty Cash has $50.00. Gold Coins has 
$100.00 and Paypal has $121.08. Total $613.92. This does not include any funds acquired at the Christmas 
Party.  
Jim Nichols gives the report of the January board meeting. He announced that tokens will now be 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άŎƻƛƴǎέ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ άǊŜƭƛŎǎέΦ  
Jim also gave a report about the web site. He said he is fighting spammers constantly.  
Jim also says we will continue to use Austin Park as our adopted park. He added that School parks are too 
much of a problem.  
Jim also says we have adopted an agenda template for conducting meetings.  
WƛƳ ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƴŜȄǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ŀōƻǳǘ tŀƭƻ 5ǳǊƻ /ŀƴȅƻƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇŀǊƪΦ  
Keith Furgeson asks members to give him ideas about where and when we can metal detect properties.  
Awarding the find of the month winners; Relic winner is Jerry Foster with an Oklahoma Arrow head. 
WŜǿŜƭǊȅ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎ aŜȅŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ !a Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǊƛƴƎΦ /ƻƛƴ ǿƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ aƛƪŜ 5ŀǊƴŜƭƭ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ мтллΩǎ 
Chinese coin. Prospector winner is Bob Mende with the gold he found in Arizona. Second was Dan 
Ferguson with a 14k gold ring. Third place winner was Rhonda Ferguson. John London, EB Shedd were tied 
for second. Third went to Charles Meyers. Jerry Foster was overall winner.  
Show and Tell; Mike Darnell talks about his trip to College Station where he attended a metal detecting 
outing. Mike did very well bringing home nearly a hundred silver coins. Jim Nichols show several coins he 
found near Thompson Park where the old dump existed.  
Dutch Morrison talks about a ring he found in Port Neches, Texas. It belonged to a couple that were very 
ecstatic about it being found. Jim Nichols also found a lost ring for and an I-phone he found for a neighbor.  
Time for announcing winning tickets. Blue ticket winners are ticket number 520 Carroll Thomason, he takes 
the gold nugget. Ticket number 488 held by Billy Jones takes the Silver Dollar. And ticket number 402 held 
by Jerry Herndon takes the Silver Half.  
Red ticket winner is ticket number 628 held by Rodney Laubhan, Rodney collects $60.75 and the club also 
collects $60.75 for our bank account.  
Yellow ticket winning numbers are 160, 139, 162, 134 and 165.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:50pm  
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Signed Bob Mende 

 

 


